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subordinates those commanders who were affiliated to
their party, demanding simply that their orders should be
carried out in whatever way best served their Party ends,
often in contradiction to their duty as soldiers. These
officers generally obeyed blindly, paying more attention to
the orders of the Party than to those of the Military High
Command.

Other commanders on many occasions opposed their
plans and rejected suggestions which sounded more like
orders, or refused to take part in activities which would
not have left them with a clear conscience. They pre-
tended to show the greatest consideration to these, but
only for a short time, and in a wholly superficial way.
They asked them to dine, they told them of the great
admiration they had for them, for their intelligence or
bravery. In a word, they attempted to stir their private
ambitions, but when they were convinced that it was not
possible to captivate them by such means, they started an
insidious campaign of libel against them, so that the High
Command was obliged to relieve them. More than one
commander lost his life or his freedom through simply
doing his duty.

This sounds pretty strong, but it is the simple truth. I
consider that one of the major causes of our defeat was the
behaviour of the Communists, and the Russian
Technicians, and those Members of the Government,
Military Commanders and many others who, through
cowardice or ambition, forgot Spain and its magnificent
people. Members of the Communist Party put their